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Lord, your God, and the Lord has chosen you to be a treasured people for Him. Rashi states: “For you are
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D™ - For Jou are a holy people to the

a holy people”—your sanctity [comes] from your forefathers; but in addition, “and the Lord has chosen .

you.” You have two types of sanctity: that which comes to you by inheritance, and in addition,
_each Jew is given sanctity in his own right.

W

First, there is the sanctity of the Patriarchs, which is our heri ed on from generation

. _ S
to generation, beginning with our forefather Abraham down to this very day. Like the Torah

itself, sanctity is a t
sanctity of the self,

Blessed be He, who
cial sanctity. Here, t

tf

one—all share equa

radition handed down from generation to generation. Second, there is the
which every Jew has by right. In addition to the sanctity that an Israelite

inherits from his forefathers, he has another kind of sanctity given to him by the Holy One,

endows each and every member of Israel in every generation with this spe-
here is no distinction between a scholar and an uneducated man, between

2 person of high character and a simple man, between a Jew who reveres God and a meanly

Ily in the sanctity that belongs to Israel.

THese two degrees of sanctity are rooted in separate covenants enacted between the Lord

apd IsTaEl His pespl

e. Iwo of them are counted as one: the covenant made at Hoteb, with those

who received the 1o
the land. Israel was
heritance from gene

one,

rah, and the covenant made in the plains of Moab with the people entering
sanctified through these covenants and this sanctity was passed on by in-
ration to generation. Together, they comprise the sanctity of the Patriarchs,

o¥ what Rashi calls the sanctity from your forefathers. Besides these two covenants there is a third
scribed in the portion Nitzavim (Ch. 29). This one applied not only to that generation,

but to every member of Israel throughout the generations for all time, as it is written: not only
with you am I making this covenant and this oath, but with those standing heve with us today before
the Lovd, our God, and [also] with those who are not here with us, this day (29:13-14). From this is

derived the original,

‘We thus have a dual

%

independent sanctity of every individual in each generation in every era.
connection with the Master of the Universe, both as individuals and as the

descendanis of our forefathers.

THe sanctity of t
and nto sinner has it

he Patriarchs is passed on by inheritance from Abraham and from Moses,
in his power to break it. However, when the individual sins, he blemishes

the element of sanctity which is dependent on his résponsibility 1o keep to the conditions of the

3l

@)

covenant. As an individual he has severed his connection to it through sin, and his share in the
sanctity of lsrael has been blemished. (On Repentance. oo, 231-234)
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By understanding the duality of our kedushah, we can explain a puzzling area of Jewish law.
The halachic status of a Jew who renounces his religion is complex: although his status as a Jew
is compromised, it does not entirely disappear. With regard to specific halachos, an apostate Jew
is considered no different from a non-Jew. For example, regarding the slaughter of animals or

.the writing of Torah scrolls, an apostate is considered 1o be a non-Jew: his meat would be con-
sidered non-kosher, and his Torah scroll would be invalid. On the other hand, if he betroths a
woman, his betrothal would be valid. How can we understand the hybrid nature of the halachos
concerning an apostate? :

The apostate Jew retains the sanctity afforded through his lineage—a heritage that cannot
be renounced, no matter what he does, T‘ﬁ:ei'"ﬁ_-r_s_‘_t:kgd_u_;hah applies equally to the apostate as it
does to the greatest gjf-?abbi.s. However, the second kedushak is dependent on the sanctity of the
individual. The apostate has rénsuticed this sécond keduishah. (Derashot Harav, pp. 208-209)
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